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^UPBATIHG PEREZ OUOTES, FIGHT IN CARACAS) 3 

•ffSJl 15 CARACAS AS LOYALIST TROOPS CRACK DOWN OH REBELS3 

" ?»»r«^M LOYALIST TROOPS WERE ENGAGED IN FIGHTING TUESDAY IN 

THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AND TRIED TO ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT CAKLlft ahukcs 
PEREZ TO INSTALL A MILITARY REGIME. finance 
PEREZ HAD JUST RETURNED A FEW HOURS EARLIER FROM A WORLD FINANCE 

*^TH£ G MI LI T AR^REBELS^WEK**H0LD I NG HOSTAGE GEN. EUTIM10 FUGUET 
BORMGaTeS, C^hSeR OF^HE AIR FORCE BUT HE WAS LATER FREED. SOURCES 

AT xlll SS^h^iLy SUSPENDED CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES 
AND reR^reSlK ESS TELEVISION WITH DEFENSE MINISTER GEN. 
£rS aSSfi&in » INTERIOR MINISTER VIRGILIO AVIU VIVAS, 

"^S TSJ^JSSSlrtk PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC ... I'M 

WMhSiS A SSmBT. BUT THE DESTINIES AND FUTURE 0 
VENEZUELA'' , SAID PEREZ, WHO ADDED THE CULPRITS WOULD BE "SEVERELY 

"OTHER LATIH AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN LEADERS ALSO CALLED PEREZ TO VOICE 
^mSKlS^ ■!» BY A CROUP OF MIDDLE-AND-tOW RANKING 

ffi^YwE ^mESSi presidential palace after the 

"ZZmmui'm attempted coup leader is a it colonel 
miPmS headYa seLf-described "MOVINIENTO REVOLUCIONARIO 

TO S£ WITH TANKS. THE PALACE SUFFERED SC* 

-SSSrS ^LOTA AIRFIELD:. 

" ^^T^ EARLY TUESDAY ALSO BLOCKED THE EHTRAHCE TO VENEZUELA'S 
-..Sf£ti™r*« BASEIH PALO NEGRO. SOME 80 MILES FROM CARACAS. AIR 
^« SOURCES IN PALC^HE GRO TOLD UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL BY TELEPHONE 

"".SThS'SJS! "lii «» .. P«H« 0»«>L I" »»»»'«> - «• 
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■•nee ukt nF CARACAS AND THE COUNTRY'S SECOND-LARGEST CITY _ IN OR- 
ES £5 S AtTSeRE HAJOR ORFIELDS AND REFINERIES ARE LOCATED. THEY 
raE ALSO UERE IH PARTIAL CONTROL Cf VALENCIA, SOME 90 MILES FROM 

S^CAS AIR FORCE SOURCES TOLD UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL. 

N HIS TELEVISED BROADCAST. TOLD THE NATION THE ATTEMPT COUP 
nn/mud! a£ \2 W SHS OF the'armed FORCES WERE SUPPORTING HIS 

^?I1 T Kc^S! E 1!S!m T ENT INVOLVED IN THE ATTACK ON THE PRESIDENTIAL 
Ml ACE WAS REPORTED FROM THE STATE OF ARAGUA, NEAR CARACAS. 

^'AN^TTENPTED COUP HAS JUST TAKEN PLACE, BUT IT HAS NOT SUCCEEDED '' 
PEREZES "THE PARATROOP REGIMENT CAME UP AGAIHST DEMOCRACY AND THE 

"^HE SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENT IS BEING CONTROLLED. UE ARE TAKING MEASURE 
OF THE SI ^MTl On! IM VENEZUELA, IT IS THE PEOPLE WHO GIVE THE ORDERS AND 

".S? JiySflS S'SKt. WILL SEE THE TOTAL OVERTHROW OF 

tme SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENT," WHICH TRIED TO TAKE OVER BY FORCE THE 

PRES IOENTI tt^ALACEAND THE CASONA, THE OFFICIAL RESIDENCE OF THE HEAD 

° F S^OESmIIn FOR D VENE2UALAN POLITICAL PARTIES IMMEDIATELY VOICED THEIR 

9 ^SS^Sm^SSSS^ GIVEN THE INTENSE FIRE BETWEEN THE REBEL 
FORCE SAND THE PRESIDENTIAL GUARD, ALTHOUGH NO NUMBERS WERE IMMEDIATELY 
AVAILABLE. THE MIRAFLORES PALACE, BUT ITS 

L^T^^OUNVlKERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE MOVEMENT BY THE AIR 

""rem 69. TOOK OFFICE FOR A SECOND TERM FEB. 2, 1989, SUCCEEDING 
JAImI LUSINCHI. BOTH MEN WERE FROM THE RANKS OF THE CENTER-LEFT 

D °^Ii C «IS T FlRST A TERM FROM 1974 TO 1979, PEREZ NATIONALIZED 
VENEZUELA'S OIL AND S?EEL INDUSTRIES AND HAD A REPUTATION AS A POPULIST 

^"eARLY 1989. AT THE OPENING OF HIS SECOND TERM, PEREZ LAUNCHED AN 
AUSTERITY PLAN TO CONTAIN INFLATION AND IMPROVE PUBLIC FINANCES. 

THE pTaN LED TO WIOTING, SPARKED MAINLY BY SHARP HIKES IN GAS AND 
«mi ir TRANSPORTATION PRICES IN CARACAS AND OTHER CITIES IN THE 
^R?« L^f AT^LEisrloO PEOPLE DEAD AND FORCING PEREZ TO DECLARE 
A STATE OF EMERGENCY THREE WEEKS INTO HIS SECOND PRESIDENCY. 

THE EODNOW BEGAN TO IMPROVE IN 1990 WITH RENEGOTIATION OF THE 
FOREIGN DEBT AND BETTER WORLD PRICES FOR OIL. 

VENEZUELA A DEMOCRACY FOR 34 YEARS. HAS A POPULATION OF AT LEAST 17. 
75 M^LL^OM^ IT IS LOCATED ON THE NORTH COAST OF SOUTH AMERICA AND IS 
MORE THAN TWICE THE SIZE OF CALIFORNIA. 
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